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[ BACKGROUND }
e A

e Lateglacial vegetation development in Ireland is subdivided into the Early Interstadial, Late Interstadial and Younger Dryas Stadial.
During the Early Interstadial, open shrubland developed, which was replaced by herb-rich grassland in the Late Interstadial.

Is this change in vegetation caused by climatic change?

@ multi-proxy analysis will show the relation between temperature and vegetation development. Y.

[ CORING SITE }

ﬁhe study site lies in County Galway,\
close to the County Clare boundary. It

Is a (partly) infilled basin, set within
limestone bedrock.

A cross-section was cored and a core
(LURGA-A) was taken near the
deepest part of the infilled-lake

| (63°0055.8"N, 08°5203.0'W). /|  ESEEEES

METHODS AND FIRST RESULTS }
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[ PRELIMINARY CONCLUSIONS AND FURTHER RESEARCH }

(Chironomids possibly indicate cooler conditions during the grass-sedge phase of the Interstadial than during the juniper phase; \
higher resolution analysis is needed to confirm this.

» Temporary decline in juniper can be correlated to increased clastic input. Chironomid analysis will show whether this is correlated to
a decrease Iin temperature.

* Pollen analysis on core LURGA-A will allow us to directly compare the climatic signal (chironomids) with the vegetation signal.
* Tephra and AMS 4C dating will be used for building a chronological framework.
@xygen iIsotopes will be measured for a correlation with the Greenland ice cores. /
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