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Patchy vegetation
Goats and rabbits

Stressing facilitation

Plants may facilitate neighbours by for
example shading or protecting against
herbivores. Changes in facilitation
intensity may result in decreased
ecosystems stability?.

Experimental design

* + nutrients/infilltration

* +Shading

* +Protection against
herbivores

* -Root competition

1280 Anthyllis cytisoides saplings were
planted at four fenced terraces. Every
fence was divided into four plots to
mimic grazing levels. Ungrazed — low
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Key knowledge gap: How do plant-plant interactions change when both

drought and herbivory act simultaneously?
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General conclusions Challenges ahead

The unpalatable shrub Artemisia barrelieri is an effective nurse species for Linking small scale interactions between plants to spatial
palatable saplings, but protective effects are dependent on type and intensity of patterns and stability of systems
grazing. Positive interactions are most pronounced with low grazing (in height)

and with rabbit grazing (in survival), but wane again but high grazing. Linking observations from the field to (spatial) eco

hydrological models
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