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We the (Sky) People

Since the very dawn of history, we have turned 
to the Sky in search of environmental 
information, advanced knowledge and spiritual 
meaning. Nowadays, astronomy and space 
sciences are experiencing a boost that is 
greatly expanding our understanding of the 
universe. 
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Astronomy: ground zero for space research

A new generation of much larger, complex and 
networked research infrastructures is coming 
to age (i.e. optical telescopes, radio telescopes 
and array observatories). Thanks to its 
combination of tradition and innovation, Earth-
grounded astronomy remains a fundamental 
pillar for space exploration. 

The environmental crisis and us

As new planetary-scale environmental 
challenges emerge, we speed up the 
transition of current systems towards fair 
and sustainable futures.
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Project objectives

1. Generate an overview on sustainability policies in XL European 
observatories worldwide.

2. Understand everyday narratives and practices of sustainability in 
the observatories' sites.​

3. Provide recommendations for accelerate Just Transitions policies in 
European astronomical RIs. ​

4. Contribute to Earth-Space Sustainability by developing a decolonial 
conceptual framework for its research agenda.

Interdisciplinary approach

• Socio-ecological sustainability: flows of energy, materials, particles, 
water, food, organisms & ecosystems conservation, regeneration.

• Environmental justice: negotiated and fair distribution of 
benefits/impacts and inclusion of local/indigenous communities and 
knowledge/decolonial awareness.

• Transitions governance: policies, practices and imaginaries of 
sustainability governance (innovation/experimentation, inclusiveness 
and participation, decision-making schemes).
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How is astronomy adopting just sustainability policies and practices?

In defence of the Dark and Quiet skies 
endangered by satellite constellations 
and other anthropic impacts.

What does the Sky mean for you?

Please share with us!
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