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Milky Way, Paranal
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We the (Sky) People Astronomy: ground zero for space research The environmental crisis and us
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to age (i.e. optical telescopes, radio telescopes UNEP in 2021
and array observatories). Thanks to its
combination of tradition and innovation, Earth-

grounded astronomy remains a fundamental
pillar for eEldK (e[ Tg=1dle]y.

networked research infrastructures is coming onyronment | ez
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Pyramid of the Moon, Teotihuacan. Credit: Steven Zucker, CC BY-NC-SA 2.0)

Since the very dawn of history, we have turned
to the Sky in search of environmental
information, advanced knowledge and spiritual
meaning. Nowadays, el le1y )21 B o F=[of =
m are experiencing a boost that is
greatly expanding our understanding of the

universe. Quasar M87 Credit: ALMA (ESO/NAOJ/NRAO), Goddi et al.
CC BY 4.0

and sustainable futures.

How is astronomy adopting just sustainability policies and practices?

Project objectives Interdisciplinary approach
1. Generate an [ AR LS EI L EL1 1) policies in XL European - RIS TETIISY: flows of energy, materials, particles,
observatories worldwide. water, food, organisms & ecosystems conservation, regeneration.
2. Understand S8 L e MEL CIEHGELE N J e lil4= of sustainability in ' Environmental IEEE=: negotiated and fair distribution of
the observatories' sites. benefits/impacts and inclusion of local/indigenous communities and
3. Provide [ ]yl ENL ER I gL [ 1{= Just Transitions policies in knowledge/decolonial awareness.
European astronomical RIs. o IEHHCHER-LENHENL:: policies, practices and imaginaries of
4. Contribute to [L£1ga 5 LTS E ELILTRY by developing a decolonial sustainal.oi.lity governance (innoyation/experimentation, inclusiveness
conceptual framework for its research agenda. and participation, decision-making schemes).
European Southern Observatory Square Kilometre Array Observatory Square Kilometre Array Observatory
Atacama Desert Chile SKA-Mid Karoo Region South Africa SKA-Low Murchinson Shire Australia
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Studying the cosmos from South Africa
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/// ize: 197 fully steerable dishes, including the existing MeerKAT radio
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Size: 131,072 log-periodic antennas spread between 512 stations
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¢# #In defence of the Dark and Quiet skies
~"* endangered by satellite constellations

# and other anthropic impacts.
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Vincent van Gogh. Credit: MoMA
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