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Introduction

Fieldwork is a core pedagogy in GEES and
often a mandatory part of their curriculum.
There are calls to action to make fieldwork
more accessible and inclusive (Laurence &
Dowey 2022, Woodley et al. 2024). Previous
research on inclusive fieldwork has focused on
lessons learned from small scale experiments
or on general suggestions to improve
inclusion.

Meanwhile insights from experiences from
large numbers of students in field courses are
lacking, as are insights from Dutch Higher
Education. Quantitative studies can help to
make evidence-based changes to the design
of field courses (Chasen et al. 2025).

Pre & Post fieldwork survey

In/exclusion in fieldwork is a multifaceted
issue which relates to its taken-for-granted
position, being in the field with a group, field
locations, traveling, being away from home
and the practicalities of daily life in the field
(Van Gorp et al. 2026). These different
dimensions were included in the survey
together with:

Pre fieldwork:

dFamiliarity & perceptions of destination;
dFieldwork perceptions;

dFieldwork preparation;

dConcerns regarding fieldwork;

[ Disclosure of concerns;

dPersonal characteristics.

Post fieldwork:

dFieldwork perceptions;

dFieldwork preparation & information;
dExperiences in the field & inclusion;
dDisclosure of concerns in hindsight;
dPersonal characteristics.

The Pre fieldwork and Post fieldwork surveys
have been conducted in two mandatory BA
courses with residential fieldwork, resulting in
N=145 (pre) and N=155 (post).

Results - Pre fieldwork

Most students look forward to fieldwork, but
not all of them. The taken-for-granted nature
of fieldwork in geography and planning
education is reflected in the respondents
answers. 12 students out of 145 report to
have (several) concerns. Respondents are
more inclined to share concerns with fellow
students and family or friends than with
representatives of the program - suggesting
that there might be non-disclosure.

What is fieldwork?

Fieldwork is defined here as ‘any component of
the curriculum that involves leaving the
classroom and learning through first-hand
experience” (Boyle et al. 2007, 300).

This can range from guided city walks to
multiple day excursions with overnight stays.
During fieldwork students typically work in
small groups to experience places and
phenomena in real live, connect practice to
theory, or collect data (observations, survey,
street interviews).

Fieldwork perceptions (N=145)

| am both nervous and exited for this fieldwork _ l
| know who to contact with questions about this -

fieldwork -

| feel well informed about the fieldwork _ .

| feel well prepared for this fieldwork _ .

| know what to expcet from previous fieldwork _ .
assignments

| get the impression from faculty that fieldwork is I _

important
| think that fieldwork is an integral part of human I _
geography and spatial planning
| am looking forward to this fieldwork - _
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Regardless of whether you are actually worried, would you
share your potential concerns with... (N=143)

family and friends outside program I
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fellow students
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fully disagree disagree M neutral agree M fully agree

Results - Post fieldwork

The vast majority of students enjoyed the
experience (90%) and said they learned a lot
(87%), however 4 respondents would have
rather not gone on the trip if they had been
given the choice.

29 respondents (21%) reported to have
experienced some barriers that mostly relate
to physical exertion of fieldwork, heath, illness,
fatigue, and costs.

Why is it important that all students are
aboard? Statistical analysis

Having concerns (Pre fieldwork) and having
experienced barriers (Post fieldwork)
negatively relates to the overall fieldwork
perceptions and fieldwork experiences.

This is significant for the relation between
concerns and looking forward, being nervous
and excited, but also for finding the destination
interesting and offering a lot to experience.

And likewise for experienced barriers and
enjoyed fieldwork, learned a lot, look forward
to next fieldwork and confirmed my choice of
study, got to know the teachers better, be
myself during fieldwork, felt comfortable at the
fieldwork location, journey went well, social
activities suited my needs, could handle the
physical exertion.

Conclusion

The outcomes confirm the need for designing
more inclusive fieldwork. They also confirm the
occurrence of non-disclosure, demonstrating
that it is not enough as teachers to rely on a
reactive strategy — making accommodations to
the fieldwork when a students explicitly asks
for it. A more pro-active approach is needed.
Moreover, the descriptive statistics also offer
insights in areas where easy fixes can make a
difference such as in preparation of students.

Specific fieldwork experiences (N=139)

I was fine being away from home these days ]

I didn't have to worry about costs during the fieldwork ] I
I could handle the physical exertion ]
The accommodation suited my physical, cultural or...

The social activities suited my physical, cultural or...
The food suited my physical, cultural or religious...
The journey to the location went well for me
I felt safe on location during the evening
I felt safe on location during the day
I feld comfortable at the location
I could be myself during the fieldwork
During the fieldwork I could approach teachers if I...
I got to know teachers better
I got to know my fellow students better

I felt comfortable in the group
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